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Vries, Peter Through the Fields Clover 
Little, Brown. Feb. 275p. $3.95. 


The title Mr. Vries’ latest novel taken from 
old song, but the book modern today’s news re- 
ports and equally confused and confusing. The story 
starts out homely fashion with the aging Marvels— 
the family name—planning family get-togther mark 
their fortieth wedding anniversary. the pious 
thought Mrs. Marvel that their scattered children 
might warmed anew greater happiness the 
cheerful glow the steadfast fire that has burned faith- 
fully the hearts their parents through forty years 
married life. But, like many merely pious 
thoughts, this one, too, short-lived. Their multiple 


BEST SELLERS 


The Semi-Monthly Book Review 


Published the University Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 


15, 1961 


CONTENTS 


Editor: Grady, S.J. Associate Editors: Leonard Wolf, Ph.D.; Eugene Willging; Helen Butler, Ph.D. 
Contributing John Coppinger; George Grauel, Ph.D.; Paul Kiniery, Ph.D.; Frank Gorman, 


BEST SELLERS published the University Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania, the Ist and 15th each month. 
00; Canadian and Foreign: $4.50. Single Copies, cents. Syndicate Subscription, $15.00, gives 
right reprinting classifications and separate reviews, condition that the source acknowledged. Entered second 
class matter, April 16, 1943, the Post Office Scranton, Pennsylvania, under the Act March 1879. Copyright 
1961, the University Scranton. Indexed the Catholic Periodical Index. 


Title and Classification 
The Iron Brigade (1) 441 

Half the Fun 430 

Send aGunboat 442 


Author 


Nolan, Alan 
Plagemann, Bentz 
Douglas 


Rikhoff, Jean All (Ila) 436 
Snow, The Light and the Dark (Ila) 438 
Snow, Time Hope (Ila) 438 
Spota, Luis The Enemy Blood (IV) 431 


Taylor, Elizabeth Summer Season 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 


American Heritage (eds.) 
Men Science and Invention** 446 


Engeman, Jack Airline Stewardess 446 
Falls, The First 3000 Years** 446 
Freehof, Lillian The Savage 446 


Florence Nightingale’s Nuns 447 


Garnett, Emmeline 
Science, Science, Science 447 


Hamilton, Russell 
Seventeen, Editors 
The Seventeen Book Decorating* 447 
Pioneers Science 447 
Stranger Golden Hill 448 
Space Rockets and Missiles** 448 


Sootin, Harry 
Wehen, Joy Weese 
Yates Russell 


Symbols Classification: Suitable for General Reading. 
II. Adults Only, because of: Advanced Content and 
Style; Immoral Language Incidents. Permissible 
for Discriminating Not Recommended Any 
Class Reader. 


marriages, beds full frustration, torn hearts, glib 
tongues, shrivelled spirits and smart attitudes make 
them readily recognized representation segment, 
happily restricted, the society which live. Per- 
haps, Mr. Vries intended write satirically the 
mores our sophisticated society; but, clever writer 
that is, did not draw the sketch lines harsh 
make unappealing. The story, fact, leaves 
the reader with kind pity-full goodwill toward all 
the characters, yet with certain annoyance toward 
himself for having been beguiled into spending much 
time with them. 


The vanity superficial standards, the folly feigning 
respectability, the misery selfishness, and the hypoc- 
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risy that corrupts hearts are themes that the story sug- 
gests, but never drives home. That forty years mar- 
ried life the conventional background small 
New England town could produce such wide variety 
life’s situations surprising. That the Marvels 
should have been eager bring them all back home 
roost even more surprising. Talented writer that 
is, Mr. DeVries may have another success his hands; 
but this reviewer still pondering how and why that 


should so. 
Chaplain (Col.) James Murphy, D.D., 
The Chaplain Board, Army, 
Fort George Meade, Maryland 
Plagemann, Bentz Half the Fun 
Viking. Feb. 10,1961. 183p. $3.50. (IIb) 
Sub-titled comedy manners,” this 
slight book seems considerably overpriced. tells the 
story fictional scion distinguished Dutch- 
patroon family the Hudson Valley and discour- 
aged and discontented playwright who combine talents 
put ship’s play. This fictional ship, the Con- 
dotti, certainly facsimile the Italian line, plies be- 
tween Athens and Venice, and the entire length 
the novelette covers this run. Foibles the literati, 
the intellegentsia, and the guilelessness the indolent 
rich are satirized the comedy, which Wode- 
house was kind enough label, “His kind book.” 
may indeed his kind book, but not this re- 
viewer’s dish tea nor, would hazard, will 
that the reading public. One wonders what power 
there the preoccupation for writing which brings 
about such product. Perhaps, the society the idle, 
with the rich and the sycophant poor, such pro- 
portions deserve attention? Even with this mind, 
one finds this book difficult justify. 
Franklin Dunham, Litt.D., 
Office Education, 
Washington, D.C. 


Frankau, Pamela The Road Through the Woods 
Doubleday. Jan. 262p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Daniel Carus Black, young Englishman, finds himself 
alone Ireland with but the slightest idea who 
how got there. reaches the village Drum- 
nair, which seems very familiar him and there 
finds himself calling people name who not know 
him. However, Geraldine Courtney recognizes him; 
but she not willing talk. Daniel the whole 
thing puzzling, yet takes everything comes. 
Finally, Geraldine solves the mystery when falls 
love with her ward, Antonia. Then, too, lot old 
memories are revived for Geraldine and for Daniel’s 
father, Carus. 

The Road Through the Woods psychological novel 
and rather interesting one you like this sort 
thing. assumes that boy can “remember” 
vague, sometimes clear, way people and events his 
father’s past life, although has never heard them 
before. Daniel Black, who under pressure because 
important decision has make, escapes into 
world which not his own, but was his father’s. 
world which familiar him and yet puzzling. And 
there finds happiness and solves the problems 
his young life. 


suppose this latest, (the 28th published), novel 
Pamela Frankau might classed modern novel. 
all very clever and, though deals mostly with 
people’s minds, thoughts, and emotions, there 
substance there. though everyone were living 
dream. reminds one modern painting: one 
feels that supposed mean something, but one 
not quite sure what. Even when Daniel decides 
become Catholic, the only explanation seems 
that that religion appeals his emotions. 
thing the sort. The author does not really make 
the point clear. fact there are quite number 
things which are not made clear. 
Thus, hard say whom The Road Through the 
Woods would appeal. Miss Frankau best selling 
author, she must have quite following. 
pect might have appealed Tyrone Power, since 
dedicated him. did not appeal this reviewer, 
but then tastes differ. 

Mairin Elias, 

Gardwood, New Jersey 


Greene, Harris The ‘Mozart’ Leaves Nine 
Doubleday. Jan. 452p. $4.50. (IIb) 


Harris Greene has not “written himself this 
first novel, can hope for more, though perhaps not 
better, story-telling than this almost brilliantly executed 
story the way was Salzburg the second winter 
after the end the war, when the occupation forces 
the American sector were engaged feeding the 
people, de-nazifying the local population, trying 
handle humanely thousands refugees and displaced 
people, and keeping check the activities unwanted 
and dangerous missions from the Russian and Yugoslav 
forces. The action occupies one week, during which 
things come such climax endangers, not much 
the peace the sector, the career Captain Jeremy 
Burton and several his assistants the Security 
Service working the Salzburg sector. The characteri- 
zations are excellent, the men are vital and vividly por- 
trayed; the setting authentic every detail; and the 
plot marvelously tangled and interwoven 
develop almost painful suspense. This so, per- 
haps, because Mr. Greene was there the time and, 
likely enough, encountered such people and problems 
presents here. 

The “Mozart” the title the special Army 
train which plied between Vienna and Salzburg, once 
each day either direction, arriving from Vienna 
0900 hours, route Munich. its leaving 
Salzburg for Munich that hour the last pages 
the book with Captain Burton and Werner Baumgart 
and Cameron Winston aboard that gives meaning 
the title. 

would difficult outline coherently the compli- 
cated story Mr. Greene has tell, and would 
disservice the reader so. should enough 
mention that Burton’s determination protect and 
help “walk-in,” defector from the Russian army, 
young and much-decorated Major Vichenko, veteran 
much heavy fighting the Stalingrad front and 
elsewhere, complicated not only the illegal arrival 
some three-hundred desperate Jewish refugees 
mined get Israel, the ambitious conniving 
American lieutenant-colonel from Vienna 
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the well-planned attempt the Russian mission 
kidnap the defector, and the foolish muddling some 
other American officers transplanted from chair-borne 
security during wartime the situation Salzburg 
overlords with responsibilities and luxuries which 
they were not accustomed. But not all the officers are 
silly And Mr. Greene obviously appre- 
ciates and admires the capable and dedicated men who 
the job done” without sacrificing their integrity 
their humanity. 

the course this crowded week, when the fohn 
wind brings brief respite from snow and freezing cold, 
Cameron Winston discovers that longer relishes 
masquerading Aryan and rediscovers pride his 
family name Weinstein. Baumgart, Viennese Jew 
who had fled America and become citizen before 
became soldier and then civilian assistant after 
the war also proves his point the dismay some 
the more complacent and the same time helps 
pull most the chestnuts from the fire without letting 
Captain Burton’s fingers get burnt. And admirably 
established friendship between Burton and his deputy, 
formerly his sergeant, never gets mawkish distasteful; 
one the best relationships worked out this 
any previous novel soldiering. 

What more Mr. Greene’s credit that can 
present picture clandestine promiscuity among some 
the occupying forces without going into obnoxious 
detail and without the use obscene language. Which 
might help prove that when you have good story 


tell, you need not sauce with hot spices make 


attractive the jaded palate. Adult readers should 
find this engrossing novel, with upbeat ending 


that refreshing. 
R.F. Grady, S.J. 


Spota, Luis The Enemy Blood 
Doubleday. 308p. $3.95. (IV) 


This novel deals with misery and indeed miserable. 


impotent man who, before his accident had fathered 
half-wit midget, sleeps with his mistress’s daugh- 
ter and sits the lass red hot cooking plate when 
finds that she has seduced his idiot son. 


occasional reflection does not save the book from 
being superficially written, does not save the characters 
from their status mechanized dogs and cats. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D. 
Fordham University 


Hall, Lawrence Sargent Stowaway 
Brown. Jan. 25, 1961. 188p. $3.75. 
Ib) 


merchant seaman who had served aboard the Liberty 
Belle during her war-time service found the old ship 
aboard for last look, thoughts the Belle, her officers 
and crew, crowded into his mind. She was one the 
early Liberty ships, built for cargo. Her master was 
Captain Blake, craggy old character, whose career 
had ended with the last voyage the Belle. O’Hara, 
the first mate, had committed suicide somewhere 
the Indian Ocean that final voyage. Bohunicky, the 
bosun, had died sea. Sparks, the radio operator, had 
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probably been murdered; one had bothered find 
out. Costello, the chief engineer, had been drunk much 
the time, occasionally stopped the ship when orders 
from the bridge didn’t please him. Eventually all dis- 
cipline ceased and the ship wallowed mid-ocean 
until boarding party from destroyer took her 
charge. 
The reason for this naughty nautical behavior ‘be 
sought the pages Professor Hall’s first novel, Stow- 
away. That not say that the reason will found 
there. Marine Board Inquiry would not all 
satisfied with the author’s explanation the crew’s 
dereliction. appears that the Belle having given gal- 
lant service during the war was lost the confusion 
that followed the Armistice. She wandered about the 
Mediterranean without definite orders and with half 
cargo her hold. last orders came proceed 
Australia. This was too much for the crew and almost 
too much for the Belle. But the weary old ship beat 
her way into the murderous heat the Indian Ocean. 
Along the way all the aforementioned calamitous events 
took place. 
Author Hall argues that under similar circumstances 
any group seamen would have acted the same 
way. 
“Rejected, cut loose from design, with port call, left 
with more identity than transitory entries the sailing 
lists. the aimless, the nothing that insupportable, 
that maims and kills.” 
That all very well but point fact the Belle had 
port call. ships she was not really old ini 
1945. least she was not disabled. Even proceed- 
ing her own graveyard she was making her customary 
knots when her crew defected. One not per- 
suaded that the author’s conclusions are supported 
the facts he, himself, furnishes. Nevertheless, there 
are some fine passages the book. The storm sea 
when the Belle lost her bow and the description the 
Atlantic convoy are quite the best things the book. 
They make one less aware the Stowaway’s faults. 


James McDonough, 
St. John College, 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Monthan, Doris Born The Thief 


Putnam. Jan. 320p. (IIb) 


Like many first novels, The Thief attempts too much. 
Doris Born Monthan almost stutters like one her 
characters, her effort communicate all the in- 
sights her whole thirty-odd years living this one, 
serious, symbolic and quite convincing novel. 

Her setting the harsh, desert country Arizona—a 
country barren and brilliant that forces its devotees 
strip themselves their spiritual evasions and com- 
promises, even invites them lay bare their bodies 
the sun. 

Dude ranch the Arizona desert come two refu- 
gees from Tuberculosis, Holly Brand, years old, who 
feels that her life has never really begun, and probably 
never wiil, and Jules, brilliantly talented artist who 
contends not only with the scars his illness, but with 
the anguish having lost his faith Catholicism, and 
with terror lest die before can find full artistic 
expression. Miss Monthan seems imply that Holly 
the good thief Calvary who wants life, 


432 


who wants above all find herself giving and receiv- 
ing love. Jules, she seems cast the role the thief 
the left, who grimly steals time, and refuses com- 
promise with his fate, refuses even accept the hap- 
piness which Faith God’s Providence might have 
afforded him. Standing between Jules and Holly, the 
two thieves, living stolen time, third, more com- 
plex, less defined character, the compassionate Doctor 
Bernard who finds his sincere effort help Holly and 
Jules, repulsed and resented every turn. Surround- 
ing these three characters caste which anyone 

familiar with the dude ranches the southwest will 
recognize—Mrs. Canfield, the young widow from the 
suburban east, hoping that the Arizona sun will erase 
her grief her husband’s death, Mrs. Gill, the aging 
hypochondriac, with complaints pills and allergy 
diets, worn like albatross around her neck, the alco- 
holics, the bored and unhappy inn-keepers, the drifting 
ranch hands. 

berculosis, Miss Monthan deserves place with Phyllis 
Bottome not with Thomas Mann. The shame, the 
isolation, the fear life, well the exhaustion and 
physical misery are all sharply pictured that one 
wonders the author has not experienced herself Tu- 
berculosis some other chronic disease, either person- 
ally professionally. 

The symbolism the good and bad thief inter- 
esting ambiguous device, especially since, the novel 
progresses, Holly and Jules shift roles, becoming the 
good thief who affirms life art, not religion, and 
she the bad thief who choses destruction. The char- 
acter Doctor Bernard, who moves from his Christ- 
like position, above the two thieves when realizes his 
own failure redeem their lives, might well the 
subject for another novel this promising writer. 

Genevieve Casey, 
Detroit, Michigan 


Lytton, David The Goddam White Man 
Simon and Schuster. Feb. 13, 1961. 247p. $3.50. (III) 


This “angry” novel with new twist: written 
the first person, through the mouth, and the lan- 
guage self-educated colored South African. Johan- 
nes, the illegitimate offspring’ Dutch Reformed 
minister and black woman, takes his reader from the 
shacks the depths the Cape’s native slums, where 
spent his youth, his first big job the chauffeur 
white plantation owner. There comfortably 
situated and almost rich, native standards, but nur- 
tures always deep hatred all whites. The one excep- 
tion this festering hatred his pity for his employer’s 
daughter, Miss Lorraine, with whom eventually has 
sexual relations. finds his one outlet for his loathing 
for the white man crime, and coldly and objectively 
relates his brutal murders, dispassionately planned 
robberies and rapes. all these endeavors 
eminently successful, his amoral standards, and 
accumulates enough money quit his job and buy 
house his own, where directs the operations 
gang picked criminals. Although arrested once, 
mainly because the suspicions the police are 
directed toward this comparatively well-off colored 
man. However, they can prove nothing, and re- 
leased. The narrative ends thus. 


Best SELLERs 


The novel neither edifying nor uplifting, and the cold. 
ness, brutality and animal passion the protagonist 
appalling. However, concentrate this aspect 
the book would miss the author’s point. 
Lytton lived least twenty-one years South Africa, 
and presume knows whereof speaks when 
depicts the existence the black majority with such 
pears, the recent racial riots South Africa are mild 
compared what eventually must come. 

Lytton castigates the white lords and yet seems sym- 
pathize with them, caught the toils their own 
ing, views the inevitable outcome the situation. 
Lorraine’s agonized, “My God, what have done?” 
echoes throughout the pages. major point which 
makes more than one occasion that the colored 
man has nothing whatever aim at. strictly 
limited the type work may do, the degree 
proficiency may reach and the level advancement 
may attain. The white man frightened and com- 
pounds the error adding more and more restrictions, 
The outcome seems inescapable, and bloody one 
will be. The book leaves one with the impression that 
vast social reforms South Africa are the only answer 
and that extremely unlikely that they will un- 
dertaken before much blood shed. 

Brother Cosmas, 
Leonardtown, Maryland 


Gallie, Menna Man’s Desiring 
Harper. Feb. 1,1961. 192p. $3.50. (IIb) 

Facile writing, smart dialogue, and clever wit sustain 
interest for Menna Gallie’s reader without much 
story. Basically her latest book little more than 
interlude the life Welsh coal-miner’s son who 
joins the British academic life and provides oppor- 
tunity for some sharp satire the intellectualism 
university circles. 

Griff Rowlands goes from his small Mid- 
lands university teacher mathematics with 
wardrobe subsidized Aunt Gertie. Concealing his 
humble origins, quickly finds himself world 
sherry, cocktails, High Tea, and startlingly unconven- 
tional women. 

First these Lydia Kilmartin, who jolts him with her 
free talk human geography and her figure. Margaret 
Kennedy comes next: English, vice-president, tired 
being respectable. Then there Alice, who like 
holding piece hot ice but whose interest chiefly 
psychologist Jack Webb. Mrs. Molly Webb offers occa- 
sional diversion, but essentially she 
shoulder cry and nobody’s darling. 

Such feminine company, taken with heavy drinking, 
provides escape superior, Professor 
Macduff, who living his old reputation, preserving 
the myth great teacher, and conniving lead 
firsts. Margaret retains her aloof respectability, much 
Griff’s libidinous disappointment, and Lydia soon 
becomes the focus his lonely hunger for girls. 

But Lydia also presents problems. She insistently pre- 
serves cool sophistication, discusses sex openly but 
manifestation inferior order being. Griff, 
the other hand, insists being the down-to-earth com- 
moner that is; and they drift closer together while 
quarreling and pretending poles apart. 
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Molly proves the unwitting means enlightening 
both them. Agitated her husband’s consorting 
with Alice, she futilely tries suicide and then recon- 
ciled with Jack. Lydia conjectures vaguely that Griff 
tied with the escapade, and sudden honesty 
she breaks down into genuine friendliness with him, 
admitting that her bold front simply effort con- 
ceal her innocence and virginity world men that 
regard them social disability. Thus conclusion 
she becomes her real self and companion sub- 

limated Griff relationship without the sultry basis 
that originally sought. 

Despite its contrast between two worlds, this senti- 
mentalized account wholesome pastoralism set 
amid bawdy urban sophistication. The country boy 
analyzed just sharply the shabby intellectual the 
cultural elite; fact, ultimately Lydia and Molly are 
quite the equal Griff and the means transforming 
him. None the analysis, however, profound, and 
the performance essentially succession quick 
scenes developed fast and clever repartee that di- 
verting without being stirring, interesting without being 
searching. Miss Gallie writes with ease and lively hu- 
mor for adult readers who want entertainment rather 


than problems. 
George Grauel, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Keller, Gottfried Green Henry 


Nov. 706p. $6.50. 


Green Henry masterpiece. The present reviewer, let 
said once, not the first make that discovery. 
Although, Holt’s graceful translation, Green 
Henry just now becomes accessible the English speak- 
ing world, appeared first 1854-55 and soon was 
described the greatest single work fiction 
Swiss writer, distinction yet maintains. in- 
deed, has been called the “Shakespeare the German 
and the strength this book has had 
his name inscribed alongside Goethe’s and Hoffmann’s. 


The reader who undertakes share Green Henry’s 
adventures must ready follow Henry Lee’s ac- 
count his struggle toward maturity through brush- 
stroke brushstroke process which amounts to, 
terms its deliberateness and completeness, kind 
literary pointellism. matter fact, only the 
last chapter the book does Green Henry grow out 
his twenties. then the reader knows more Henry’s 
childhood, his aspirations and disappointments than 
likely remember his own. 

Keller’s book is, one might guess, largely autobiogra- 
phical. Like Green Henry, who got his nickname be- 
cause during his childhood his mother regularly dressed 
him green—but whose greenness also symbolizes his 
likeness the twig taking its form from Nature—Keller 
throughout his youth wanted artist, repudiating 
that career only when saw that his capacity for 
growth that direction fell short his hopes. One 
wonders did, indeed. The idiom the artist per- 
sists Keller’s prose; with mere words conjures 
happy peasant households, lovely Anna (so pure, 
real even the modern reader might wish the age the 
romantic heroine would reemerge), her alter-image, the 
full-blooded Judith, the carefully managed Lee house- 
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hold and Henry’s mother, drearily yet magnificently 
dedicated her son’s welfare, that reader can fail 
take these and other scenes and characters into his 
heart stay there forever, part his own experience, 
many ways the peerless embodiments setting 
and figures which other authors (e.g., Melville Pierre, 
Rolland Jean Christophe) have tried give us, 
without Keller’s success. 
Anna and Judith symbolize the never-ending warfare 
between spirit and flesh (would Arnold say between 
Hellenism and Hebraism?) which man contends with. 
Henry’s experiences always find him trying maintain 
his balance between these forces, yet, every modern 
criteria, Green Henry chaste book. Henry ever 
loses his virginity the reader certainly not made privy 
that fact. Yet does become atheist. The 
reader given temptation follow him his’ 
apostasy, however. Rather wonders how anyone 
who was the object such bounteous share God’s 
grace, whose life was often enfolded the purifying 
embrace great Christian love, ever could doubt God’s 
existence. Henry’s neglect God seems outrageous 
his neglect his mother, and likely 

John McAleer, Ph.D., 

Boston College, 

Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 
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Kent, Simon Charley Gallagher, Love! 
Macmillan. Jan. 30,1961. 203p. $3.50. (IIb) 

The quiet crowded restaurant Genoa struck the 
American visitor strange till noticed everyone 
watching episode stock western series televi- 
sion. But the sight the clean-shaven cowboys and 
the sheriff with his tailored waistcoat and perfumed 
hair roused the ire wizened old lady, and she 
blurted out: “It was never like that. was there. saw 
all from the beginning with own eyes.” Then, 
drawing the American aside, she told her story. 

Sophie Venturi, she called herself, came family 
that had owned circus for many generations. the 
age seventeen, 1868, her father went tour 
the United States. Eventually they came Myrtle City 
Kansas where she met Charley Gallagher. 
frail young man twenty who slept day because 
played cards night. This was risky business, 
for the brawny cowboys did not relish losing their 
puny opponent. Thus far, Charley had escaped physical 
harm, though never tempted his luck staying too 
long one place. Sophie and were attracted 
each other, but their path love was rocky one 
indeed. 

Though the circus lost money Myrtle City moved 
even further west Brady’s End. This cattle town 
almost proved Charley’s end too, and only the 
quick thinking Sophie saved him from the hangman’s 
noose. Here the only spectators were Nat Goodwin, 
millionaire rancher from Texas, and few his hench- 
men. Faced with starvation, Papa Venturi reluctantly 
sold the circus Nat and agreed bring the lat- 
ter’s home Paso. 

The 700-mile trek was but series disasters. The 
two equestriennes married and their husbands took the 
trained horses dowry; the clowns decided give 
the big tent for the wide open spaces; the chimpan- 
zees were killed for causing stampede among herd 
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cattle; the lions escaped from their cage and their 
trainer committed suicide; the elephant was wounded 
Indians and crushed its keeper death when died. 
Only Charley, Sophie, and her father reached Paso. 
Nat blamed Charley for this debacle, and would have 
hanged him, but Sophie again proved his savior. 
The young couple continued Mexico where they 
married and settled down normal existence. But 
after few years Charley’s passion for cards re-asserted 
itself; his luck ran out and was murdered dis- 
gruntled loser. 


Simon Kent pseudonym) has not followed the beaten 
path this “Western,” though hard imagine 
circus 1868 heading for the lawless and thinly-popu- 
lated territory west the Mississippi. The story, how- 
ever, very readable, but marred places immoral 
incidents and language. 

Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 

Santa Maria University, 

Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Bassan, Jean The Wrong Horse 
Dutton. Jan. 27,1961. 333p. $4.50. (IV) 


This novel set twelfth century Italy and uses the 
Guelph-Ghibelline political struggles furnish rather 
general framework. The scene the walled town 
Vetto. News brought that the neighboring town 
Novi has been suddenly surprised and captured the 
Ghibellines. Since much trade and family relationships 
pass between the two the people Vetto 
are naturally frightened and distraught. The defenses 
and government Vetto are carried council 
under honorary mayor named Crespi. Crespi, whose 
wife and children have been killed previous Ghibel- 
line encounter, aged, benevolent, and sensible. 
and his military commander, Pianello, await attack 
from Novi; they are well-prepared they can 
under the circumstances. Soon alleged Guelph mili- 
tary leader named Gagini rides into Vetto. Gagini and 
his men are brutal and dictatorial, and Gagini and 
Crespi clash frequently the council table. Eventu- 
ally, Gagini and his men ride off. revolt occurs 
Novi, and many the refugees stream into Vetto. 
Crespi attempts have the victims treated consider- 
ately possible. Gagini returns with forty men. The 
townspeople are undergoing military heroics, and the 
authority the community taken from Crespi and 
given Gagini. Gagini tortures prisoners unmercifully, 
mistreats the refugees from Novi, and quietly orders the 
death Crespi. Through the weakness and indiffer- 
ence the other inhabitants, the only decent, respon- 
sible, and humane leader the town put death. 
the end, prominent merchant escapes from Novi; 
his business has been carried during the troubles. 
Only the unprincipled opportunist and the business 
man can profit such circumstances,—Monsieur Bas- 
son means certainly likens this 
medieval period our twentieth century situation. 


This novel Grade horse opera combined with 
feeble attempt imitate the moral dilemmas well- 
treated Albert Camus story. There uncalled- 
for and unhealthy emphasis salacious details and 
brutality. Several women this tale, such Francesca 
Predis and young Gina Trigolo, exist only vic- 
timized for the benefit book sales figures. With this 
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characteristic little hypocritical for the author 
pillory modern business men. The characters, other 
than Crespi, have little depth; and the story is, gen. 
eral, tedious and obvious. What Bassan proclaiming 
about Crespi has been said before, and said much 


better, many times. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
St. John’s University, 
New York, New York 


Taylor, Elizabeth Summer Season 
Viking. Jan. 242p. $3.95. (IIb) 

British novelist Elizabeth Taylor, who must able 
something about the unfortunate name, has written 
sprightly, perceptive novel about life among the con- 
temporary upper middle class England. Miss Taylor 
stylist the vein Virginia Woolf and her pages 
sparkle with light, clever irony and sophisticated turns 
thought. She has distinctly and charmingly femi- 
nine point view; but American readers should 
forewarned that here and there her British terminology 
bit confusing. 


Focal point her story Kate Heron, woman 
intellect her early forties whose gentle nature bal- 
anced strong romantic passions and inclinations. 
her first husband, now dead, she has son Tom, now 
twenty-two, and daughter Louisa, sixteen. Kate now 
finds herself married dreaming ne’er-do-well ten 
years her junior, Dermot, drifter suffering from re- 
tarded case momism. Kate’s attraction Dermot, 
feared, almost solely physical, although she 
beguiles herself into thinking there are other reasons. 
The marriage plainly heading for the rocks, despite 
the futile efforts Dermot’s doting mother Edwina. 
Domestic observers the growing crisis are Mrs. Mea- 
cock, lovable cook who otherwise hopelessly 
wrapped her soufflés and American dishes, and 
Kate’s maiden aunt Ethel, one-time suffragette who 
now divides her time between her cello and speculative 
correspondence with bird-watching crony, Gertrude. 
Neither Ethel nor Gertrude approve Kate’s new 
husband and they are delightful pair old gossips 
they analyze and deplore the sexual basis upon which 
they eagerly visualize the marriage founded. Also 
hand are Father Blizzard, Anglican curate 
moving toward Catholicism with whom the impression- 
able Louisa deliriously infatuated, and Sir Alfred, the 
wealthy father Kate’s first spouse, model stuffy 
respectability who painfully trying indoctrinate his 
grandson Tom the ways the business world. Tom, 
more interested fast horses, cars and women, feels 
has much more common with Dermot, stepfather 
not far removed from his own age. 

Troubles mount during the summer mentioned the 
title, conveniently provided the first line Lang- 
land’s Piers Plowman.. The Thorntons return their 
neighboring home after some years the continent. 
Dorothea Thornton had been Kate’s closest friend but 
her death has left only Charles, model English 
band and father, and Araminta, their suddenly sultry 
daughter, shapely minx whom Tom irresistibly 
drawn. The course action thereafter not altogether 


unpredictable, and must confessed that 


odor detergent suffuses the tragic events toward the 
end the novel. Indeed, the characters themselves 
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simply lack importance. They are rootless, essentially 
amoral, Kate herself realizes when she observes, 
all just passing time.” 
What impresses this novel the mind behind the 
the slyly humorous detachment with which 
Miss Taylor regards her creations. Her insights into the 
jumbled mind teen-age girl are wry and devastat- 
ingly accurate. Despite some capricious inversions 
word orders, her prose marvel lucidity and her 
economy words astonishing. Elizabeth Taylor 
meticulous craftsman, not all the sort person you 
might call “Liz.” For purposes classification, this book 
too tweedy rocky; but not the sort thing 
give impressionable young girl, either. 

John Clarke, Ph.D., 

The Scranton Times 


Matthiessen, Peter Raditzer 


Viking. Jan. 25,1961. 152p. $3.00. (IIb) 

Raditzer short novel with unattractive and un- 
sympathetic central figure its title character. This 
not say, however, that Peter Matthiessen’s literary 
creation any means uninteresting. 
among the enlisted men the Navy during 
World War II. But what singles him out odious, 
anti-social personality. foul-mouthed, 
minded, deceitful, cynical, sarcastic. 

With artistic selectivity language and incident, 
Matthiessen focusses attention the strange relation- 


that develops between Raditzer and one Charlie 


Stark, well-educated, slightly older man with gen- 
erally acceptable social manner. The beginning the 
association between the two men entirely Raditzer’s 
choosing, but time passes, Stark finds himself the 
role hero-of-sorts and protector Raditzer. For while 
Raditzer categorically rejects even the possibility hon- 
esty and goodness anyone—he knows that his own 
mother gave him birth accident prostitution— 
sincerely believes that Stark different and above 
human temptations and failures. Crushing disappoint- 
ment this trust and near desecration Raditzer’s 
hero-worship come when Stark lustfully succumbs 
the voluptuous primitivism one the native girls 
Hawaii, where they are stationed. Further disillusion- 
ment about their friendship comes when Stark leads 
brutal beating upon Raditzer, actually life-saving tactic 
because Raditzer about killed for cheating 
card game. Raditzer’s brooding determination avenge 
these betrayals ultimately ends his death, and Stark 
finds his own conscience sorely stricken. 

Within the framework adopted the author, Raditzer 
absorbing narrative about the harmful psychologi- 
cal effects one person upon another, even when the 
evil known and anticipated. Raditzer not pleas- 
ant story; but the mature reader will find satisfy- 


ingly intriguing one. 
George Perry, M.A., 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Druon, Maurice The She-Wolf France 
Scribners. Jan. 10, 1961. 335p. $4.50. (IIb) 


Ably translated from the French Humphrey Hare, 
this cruel and gloomy novel court life four- 
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teenth century France and England. The plot moves 
back and forth between the two countries, focusing at- 
tention royal intrigues, amours, and vengeance— 
with ample graphic details about medieval callousness 
human suffering. This part elaborate series 
historical novels about this particular epoch; the 
series called The Accursed Kings, and previous vol- 
umes include such blood-thirsty titles as: The Iron 
King, The Strangled Queen, and The Poisoned Crown! 
The author brings forth wealth historical detail 
prove his central thesis: The execution the Grand 
Master the Templars order King Philip the 
Fair France called down curse the royal family 
France and led untold sufferings for the people 
France and their rulers, the Valois dynasty. 

Three main characters are depicted this particular 
work: Roger Mortimer, Lord the Welsh Marches, 
who—as the novel opens—is languishing the Tower 
London, where has been held prisoner for 
months order King Edward the second pro- 
tagonist King Edward ruler England but himself 


slave his evil passion for courtier, Hugh the. 


Younger; and finally, Queen Isabella England, wife 
Edward and sister the king France. With the 
help crafty prelate, the bishop Hereford, Mor- 
timer escapes France. Later, Queen Isabella, feeling 
herself menaced her weak, vicious husband and the 
evil courtiers surrounding him, makes her way Paris. 
Mortimer becomes Queen Isabella’s lover, and even- 
tually they raise army for the invasion England. 
The invasion successful, King Edward captured, 
his favorites are put death, and—after much tribula- 
tion—Edward himself secretly and cruelly murdered 
order Mortimer and the Queen. 
This reviewer cannot dispute the author his histori- 
cal research, although the central thesis—the effects 
the curse the dying Grand Master the Templars 
France and England—is obviously fantastic. Kingly 
houses rise and fall reason men’s actions and 
other natural causes, not result dying man’s 
curse. 
Despite some effective and descriptive passages, the 
novel whole seems contrived and stiff; its characters 
rarely come life; and altogther grim, unpleasant 
portrait life the Middle Ages. 

Robert Cunningham, 

Chicago, Illinois 


Christian, Catherine Stranger Passed 
Putnam. Jan. 24,1961. 320p. $3.95. (IIb) 


mildly interesting romantic novel about handful 
French and English nobility the court Louis XVI 
France, beginning with prologue set 1769, then 
devoting most its pages somewhat turgid set 
complications involving Gabrielle Ferardet and her 
brother Perelot, the two Karsdales, Anthony and Peter, 
who are executors the estate Gabrielle’s deceased 
mother, and the mysterious and mystic Stranger, Comte 
Saint-Germain, who seems something cross be- 
tween the Wandering Jew and reincarnation 
Christ, but more like highly romanticized ideal 
Grand Master Freemasonry. this intrigue and 
derring-duelling, plotting and counterplotting are sup- 
posed happen the years from 1785 1789, ending 
when Gabrielle and the Karsdales flee the Revolution 
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England. The novelist’s language generally excel- 
lent despite puffiness places and tendency de- 
scribe emotions rather than action. Then the dialogue 
assigned the children sounds quite adult and Miss 
Christian just could not resist the temptation pepper 
the pot with lots French words, let you know the 


scene France. 

Joachim Daleiden, O.F.M.., 

Quincy College, 

Quincy, Illinois 

Cooper, William Scenes from Life 
Scribners. Feb. 379p. $4.5. (IIb) 
may well let you know from the beginning that this 
review will about unique the novel attempts 
review. will not dramatize. will not overstate. 
will merely try ingenuously “very funny—and 
true,” since that seems the worthy aim the 
novel issue. First off I’d like observe that tranche 
vie slice life you stupid Americans who 
won’t understand what it’s all about), scene from 
life, state another way, packs more wallop than 
any group characters caught dramatic situation: 
“They have scene. From scene springs action, such 
somebody pooping off revolver. And then every- 
thing changed.” Not the characters Scenes 
from Life. Tom and Steve are simply nice respectable 
pair homosexuals who prove that even unmixed mar- 
riages never work. one point Steve, wanting 
out with girls for change, tells Joe Lunn, very frank 
comic novelist, school teacher, and scientist, suppose 
you think I’m being stupid and conventional, And 
Joe does think so, for Tom’s and Steve’s marital prob- 
lems are paralleled his own with his every-other- 
weekend mistress, Myrtle. Such multi-significant con- 
versation the following not matched anywhere 
fiction, not even Eliot’s Wasteland, Part 
was pause. And said, ‘Do you want end?’ ‘How 
could Faint life came into her,voice. ‘Then how? 
you.’ She suddenly looked me. ‘Oh 
God!’” “Scenes from Provincial Life” people whose 
love springs from the desert the heart engage con- 
versation because there isn’t anything better do. 
“Scenes from Married Life,” later written sequel, 
dull and very British men and women approach the 
marriage bed with such disarming ease that the wed- 
dings themselves become anti-climactic. The scenes 
bed with Joe Lunn and his wife Elspeth are very proper, 
the finest taste, veddy, veddy British. Mr. Cooper 
feels that Americans will never able laugh 
his scenes because can’t “comprehend the situa- 
tion young man who sleeps with his girl and does 
not want marry her.” Heavens Betsy, Mr. Cooper, 
you offend us! Are not just moral you? 
for your high British humor which you think will 
not appreciate, have only this say: “Goodness Gra- 
cious!” have someone throw into your teeth— 
our Mr. Thurber, whom you seem have taken 
sly glance. 
No, gentle reader this review address you directly 
even our author) not gentle into this book. 
Approach with rage, caution, and thunder. wishes 
paradoxical, mild-mannered, artless way. you will 
concede, this easy technique, and Mr. Cooper 
brilliantly successful it. recognize new 


frontier for comic writers and revitalized concept 
the theory comedy social corrective. However, 
you read (and please do), read intelligently, not 
the drunken American slob who caricatured one 
the scenes would read it. (By way making 
understatement own: the novel not 


mended for teenagers.) 
John Murray, 
University Scranton 


Rikhoff, Jean Dear Ones All 
Viking. Feb. 558p. $5.95. (Ila) 


Jean Rikhoff new name the literary horizon. 
Judging this first huge book, she someone 
reckoned with. the outset, Lydia Timble 
party. five her beloved daughters—now 
aged women—are coming home; she and Ella, her 
ful colored helper, are all excited. The aged Aunt 
Clara (who has all the money; whom will she leave 
it?) relives her life memory. means repeated 
flashbacks, the reader filled Lydia’s marriage 
Frank Timble, and the early lives her children. She 
has raised them all according her strict interpretation 
her Catholic faith. She has always insisted duty 
and respect, more than love and affection. The 
sults have been disastrous. 

Ada, the oldest, the ugly one, caught wretched 
drunken, sadistic brute, Arnold. Her 
one comfort her child Eileen. And her main thought 
her consuming hatred for her sister Esther. Esther’s 
marriage John was blissful but short, died quite 
young. She now greedy, bitter woman, living alone 
and accumulating fortune from her Iris, 
weepy and whining, married ineffectual man 
who putters around the large house inherited, and 
does the cooking for the boarders they are forced take 
in. Their three children, Stu, Pete and Carolyn, are 
each problem. Irwin, husband Frances, stodgy, 
dull, dependable man. She has one son (she’d never 
through another pregnancy!). She self-centered 
and sophisticated. And Organdy, the baby, broke her 
mother’s heart leaving her husband, and running off 
with Matt, the tennis instructor. But she came back 
him, and her daughter Lois. 

Events follow one another rapidly. Aunt Clara dies, 
and Esther, who with her, destroys her latest will 
(which left the bulk her estate Organdy) and 
steals large portion her jewels and securities. Thus, 
the remainder divided equally drastically re- 
duced. Ada suspects Esther, but she can prove noth- 
ing. Organdy, after trying vain live with her rigid, 
demanding husband, goes off Denver meet Matt 
again. end tragic. Meanwhile, Iris having 
trouble with her children, and Lydia becoming more 
and more ill. 

Only Miss Rikhoff’s considerable talent and penetrating 
observations life keep the book from degenerating 
into soap opera. But she deals with each character 
firmly and fully; these people are alive your next- 
door neighbor. And her recurring thesis valid one: 
none loves enough, and one forever maimed 
the hurts and agonies meted out the mem- 
bers his family. 

one could read about these mercurial sisters and 
not resolve contribute more his own immediate 
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household. frank, engrossing story many lives; 
one can scarcely put down. even bears re-reading. 
believe book tremendous merit, interest and 


moral purpose. 
Mary Elizabeth Reedy, 
Omaha, Nebraska 


Carson, Robert Hero 
McGraw-Hill. Feb. 290p. $4.95. (IIb) 

Hero contemporary variation the theme 
Billy Mitchell. Clay, multi-decorated air- 
man World War II, being groomed for impor- 
tant post the government; but, the despair his 
friends scuttles his chances for preferment through 
intemperate speech which decries the inade- 
quacy our defense program. This learn through 
flashbacks because the story opens our hero his 
way Europe for tour our air bases. Sensing that 
the American public gradually becoming alert the 
necessity strong air front, some Clay’s influential 
friends who share his ideas hope restore him favor 
and make him their official spokesman. Clay’s prob- 
lem, however, not only political. married 
wealthy widow, the former Mrs. Cunningham, prefer- 
ably called Joanie. year before his marriage was 
practically assaulted the sexually starved widow 
while visiting her competent and wealthy father, 
Arthur Willis. The father, widower, was more versed 
the art business management than that do- 
mestic management, are appraise his effective- 


ness from the character his daughters, Joanie and 


Gerry. The conversational exchanges between these two 
sisters constitute biting travesty the sisterly love 
which they claim feel for each other. Gerry mar- 
“Fearless Freddy,” name which correctly paro- 
dies his Milquetoast character. She accused exces- 
sive procreativity Joanie who herself has only two 
children her first marriage. The love these chil- 
dren and the friendship the father-in-law are appar- 
ently the only consolations that Clay reaps 
socially brilliant marriage. For the benefit the chil- 
dren and the integrity his marriage makes succes- 
sive capitulations Joanie: leaves the Armed 
Forces; withdraws from business 
treads his pride. These surrenders are vain 
Joanie’s possessiveness swells gargantuan proportions. 
She drives him the brink divorce her spiritual 
sadism and compulsive nagging. She loves him, but she 
loves herself more. Clay undertakes the European tour 
with her the hope that will provide opportunities 
bolster their sagging relationship. The reader will 
soon realize that the greater part this book describes 
what has happened rather than what happening. 


What happens, however, not much more cheerful. 
The tour soured Joanie’s boredom and Bill’s disil- 
lusion. His articulate criticism irks his friends and stim- 
ulates his wife’s sarcasm. addition, the realization 
that growing old makes him bitter. The situation 
reaches impasse when Joanie leaves him stranded 
Wiesbaden, and becomes enamored American 
photographer, Deb Horner, plain but sympathetic. Con- 
vinced that love more vital than success and material 
security, resolves divorce Joanie, marry Deb 
and escape Guatemala for life irresponsibility. 
calls London, shocks his wife with the news the 
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divorce and she turn shocks him with the news 
the death her father. For the sake appearances 
and the children decides accompany her the 
funeral. London finds repentant Joanie who, 
his opinion, finally conquered. flash intui- 
tion realizes that spit Deb’s love will return 
the drudgery duty without promise reward. 
true Kantian sense will the accomplishment 
duty for its own sake, and this will truly make him 
hero. 

The author skillful writer. His flashbacks are 
cleverly handled, and the dialogue brisk, sometimes 
stunning. The descriptions, whether they deal with air 
combat interior decorating, are realistic and persua- 
sive. The beginning the story offers the promise 
probing problem cosmic proportions, but the tale 
unfolds the perspective shrinks lamentably the ever- 
recurring theme marital incomprehension. Although 
the flesh ever the forefront, the clinical details are 
glossed over, and the expected occurs with measure 
discretion. The atmosphere soundly amoral. God 
not feared sinned against, for how can someone 
fear offend Being whose existence ignored 
considered useless. fact, one ever thinks God 
afterlife and much less mentions such topics. 
The story evolves mood overpowering determin- 
ism and resolves itself fatalistic inevitability. Yet 
this book because the expert manipulation literary 
techniques which displays will probably best 


seller. 
Brother Robert Francoeur, 
Walsh College, 
Canton, Ohio 


Maier, William The Temper the Days 
Scribners. Feb. 381p. $4.50. (IIb) 

The Temper the Days describes the friendship the 
Jim Hutchinsons and the David Hapgoods. Specifically, 
this book involves the rise and fall Jim Hutchinson, 
man grandiose pretensions who successfully rises 
the economic crest the Twenties only brought 
financial calamity during the dark days the depres- 
sion. Jim never really recovers from the setback. 

The association between Jim Hutchinson and David 
Hapgood began during their college days. David, 
lower classman, befriended the athletic Jim, 
upper classman. David, does his wife, Pat, always 
demonstrates conservative intelligent approach life, 
eventually becoming successful research botanist. Jim, 
despite the love and loyalty his wife, Dottie, who 
commits certain immoralities help him, always dem- 
onstrates blustering happy-go-lucky approach life 
which his undoing. 

The essential conflict the book,—there are others 
course,—involves whether not David should fore- 
close the Pardee house which has sold the 
Hutchinsons who have not kept payments its 
mortgage. David placed the position either 
hurting his old friend does foreclose hurting 
his own son, Gil’s, business career does not. Event- 
ually, the problem solved when the house des- 
troyed fire. 

The picture the Twenties and Thirties, with their 
social and economic successes and failures, well 
painted the author. The changes the post-Thirties 
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from old way life new one also accurately 
depicted the author. The Hutchinsons and the Hap- 
goods are portrayals different aspects the natural- 
istic man, subject social and economic pressures and 
bereft the spiritual values that should characterize 
the dignity man. 

The Temper the Days affords some interesting read- 
ing; yet, there are times when the unity the story 
apparently lost due the numerous flashbacks used 
the author shares with the reader experiences 
concerning the Hutchinsons and Hapgoods, products 
significant period American life the first part 


the twentieth century. 
Robert Lodge, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Snow, The Light and the Dark 
Scribners. Jan. 30,1961. 406p. $4.95. 

the first page this latest novel the Lewis Eliot 
series, are given hint the essential nature Roy 
Calvert, its tragic protagonist, and the dual nature 
him from which his tragedy springs. twenty-four 
his face “not sad, but stricken and hunted wild 
melancholy, inexplicably stricken seemed for young 
man.” And begin our acquaintance with 
character who engrosses our interests and sympathies 
through varied experiences the inevitable tragic de- 
nouement and ironies surrounding it. 


Previous readers Mr. Snow will know that en- 
gaged telling the life story the narrator, Lewis 
Eliot, series eleven novels. This the eighth, 
set the years 1935-1943. Other novels the cycle 
already published cover years both before and after this 
period. 

Roy Calvert brilliant young scholar Cambridge, 
where much the action takes place; the narrator- 
friend occupies position “academic lawyer” there, 
and Calvert, though three years out college, con- 
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tinues occupy college rooms promising 
ist. But driven, seems, species fury 
which gives him little peace: joy alternates with deepest 
gloom, and finds respite scholarly activities, 
prolonged drinking, nor numerous sexual escapades, 
These last are mentioned occasionally but never made 
the subject detailed inspection: far too much the 
artist for this, Mr. Snow never appeals the prurient, 


move with our protagonist and narrator through 
numerous events university life, pictured with 
tail showing close knowledge, including Roy’s election 
fellow, and upper-class society. this last 
meet Lord and Lady Boscastle and Lady Muriel Royce 
and their respective daughters Rosalind and Joan, both 
whom love Roy but who differ their understand- 
ing him. these give Mr. Snow the opportunity 
draw minor character portraits, some slyly satiric, and 
all perceptive. 


move through the pages this detached and 
carefully drawn character-study, perceive increas- 
ingly the measure Roy’s problem: beats frantically 
against the bars his imprisonment life; then, 
last, brief but immensely pertinent chapter, “Abso- 
lute Calm,” moves new psychological position; 
like Carlyle’s “Center Indifference” Sartor Re- 
puts end frenzy, but leads him, unlike 
Carlyle, period affirmation. Having sought 
refuge scholarship, carnality, search for religi- 
ous faith, now looks forward nothing. soon 
realized that his melancholy was act fate, 
that could not throw off his affliction losing him- 
self faith, could see nothing look forward to.” 


Especially significant the comment the narrator 
the closing pages which gives the book its title: 
believed that neither nor any could alter the 
essence our nature, with which had been born. be- 
lieved that would not have been able escape for good 
from the melancholy, the depth despondency, the uncon- 
trollable flashes and the brilliant calm, the light and dark 
his nature. was born struggle, and pursue false 
And that, “with the darkness his mind, 
could not avoid seeing himself was, with all hope 
and future gone.” 
the majority men escape the “tragic suffering” 
which Eliot speaks, escape perhaps only one degree. 
Perhaps extreme type—more brilliant than the ma- 
jority men, driven greater heights and greater 
depths than they—Roy Calvert becomes memorable 
figure, too strongly individualized typical; yet 
man subject man’s joys and sorrows and thus, 
sharing human existence, reminds the varied 
and extreme ordeals that some must undergo. Mr. 
Snow has produced fine novel, restrained its presen- 
tation but forceful its tragic impact. The discriminat- 
ing, adult reader will value rightly. 
John Phillipson, 
Villanova University, 
Villanova, Pennsylvania 


Snow, Time Hope 
Scribners. Jan. 408p. $4.95. 


Faulkner said that literature should show the 
heart conflict with itself and that exactly what 
takes place this novel. 
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Time Hope have introspective tale told 
personal, meaningful experience Eliot Lewis who 
suffers his way wisdom. nine-year-old, Eliot 


his mother loving though aggressively 


ambitious woman, with abounding capacity for love, 
but whose marriage had deteriorated with the years. 
She was proud woman, something snob, who for 
some time felt indulgent, half-amused affection for 
her husband’s inadequate attempts earn living. 
father was dreamer who would read all the 
travel books could lay his hands on, and who pic- 
tured himself man paddling the rain-forest 
where white man had ever been. was ineffectual, 
incompetent, and innocuous. Eliot, the youngster, grows 
with much his mother’s ambition spur him 
see him develop complex personality “fretted 
anxiety,” earnest student, “evasive,” and “cagey,” 
who seems suffer from inner and outer com- 
pulsion. credibly shown that his behavior not 
produced one single cause motive. The tragic 
dimension his life begins when falls love with 
Sheila Knight, young woman neurotic and much 
love with her freedom that she reacts cruelly his 
love. Yet for Eliot, “the magic was there,” even though 
obsessive, lustreless love, fraught from beginning 
end with suffering. Not since Sue Bridehead ruined 
obscure Jude’s life have read such capricious, un- 
reasonable, odd, perplexing, pathologically cruel, colos- 
sally inconsistent and unpredictable woman. Incredible 
though may seem, Eliot and Sheila marry but, not 
surprising, the marriage failure. 
The story told from the point view the young 
man who broods over his life, (the story ends when 
twenty-eight), with detached, brooding sadness. 
lucid and pitiless his examination self, and be- 
cause not without guilt, appeals our sense pity 
and pain. His thinking ego-bound and solitary; and 
because without success searching for meaning 
his life, and for love which would lift the 
quality his life, share the suffering his fail- 
ure. 
this novel, Sir Charles displays great measure 
spiritual insight and sensitive awareness the tragic 
potentialities latent man. Remorse, regret, revenge, 
jealousy, fear, and hatred are all distilled the alembic 
his imagination, and all appear the novel. 
The overpowering thought the enchantment love 
caught poetic prose Eliot Lewis looks back his 
experience. 
“Seeing her last person, not just image dream, 
(p. 197). 
There only one cure for his obsession, and this: 
must cut her out heart; and knew instinct that, 
it, must not see her again, speak her, receive 
word from her write her, even hear her second- 
hand. That was resolve; and this felt the 
wild satisfaction that could carry out” (p. 219). 
Though there much “talking trivial things,” 
natural ruminating style, the captivating dialogue, 
(particularly the masterly scene when Eliot meets 
Sheila’s parents 160), lightens and brightens the 
otherwise grave quality the book. 
Clara Siggins, Ph.D., 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 
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Scola, Ray The Creole 
Morrow. Feb. 15,1961. 311p. $3.95. (IIb) 

Here story reconstruction Louisiana, mostly 
and around New Orleans, years when the poor citi- 
zens this grand city were under the terrible misrule 
those nasty carpetbaggers from the North, with their 
corruption and vice. Even some good old Creole fami- 
more interested filthy lucre and subversive 
power, were misled into miscarriages justices, which 
could occur only novel this type, whereby they 
earned the name scalawag. The plot centers about 
oh-so-sweet-and-innocent girl who gives herself 
weakling, mama’s boy (Raoul Amant), and expects 
his child through most the novel, while his mother 
uses all sorts incredible ruses keep them apart. 
After Traviata-like episode, (our heroine’s name 
Camille, less), which Raoul throws money her 
feet pay for his erstwhile pleasures, she kidnapped 
and jailed the aforementioned carpetbaggers and 
scalawags keep her from exposing one their plots. 


Among the sluts, addicts and thieves the prison, 
Camille angel mercy, contracts yellow fever, 
and almost dies, (shades Manon!). However, though 
she recovers, she loses her baby. And she just cannot 
bring herself marry her brash riverboat captain until 
Raoul safely dead and she longer hates Mme. 
Amant. very touching! 

One can forgive the author for the triteness his 
story, the shallowness his characterization, the arti- 
ficiality the dialogue, the stereotyped situations and 
scenery. However, propaganizes the goodness the 
“Southern way life” before was trampled 
those meddling Northerners, and does that not 
subtle way characteristic Southerners who refuse 
believe the truth about the Civil War, and further 
seems long for return such times. True, there 
Shawn Murdock’s decision “dare the South”: 
just might even accept case Negro who wishes 
sue white man, and has sympathy for the 
“Old this seems afterthought, face- 
saver, the author; and Shawn and Camille know 
will not popular assumes such attitude. 

one wishes obtain less distorted view those 
turbulent years, one should better read George Wash- 
ington Cable’s Old Creole Days and Madame Del- 
phine, the second novel Gwen Bristow’s too-long- 
neglected trilogy, Deep Summer, The Handsome Road, 
and This Side Glory. There one approaches the 
truth, one does Howard Fast’s Freedom Road de- 
spite charges “pinkness” that author. The Creole 
unfortunately too sentimental, too make-believe 


belong the same class. 
Oscar Bouise, 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Winnie Ille 
Latin Version Milne’s Winnie-the- 
Pooh) 
Translated Alexander Lenard. Dutton. Dec. 12, 1960. 
$3.00. 


some time other, practically everyone who has 
ever read Milne’s Winnie-the-Pooh, has enter- 
tained the desire enjoy the story Christopher Robin 
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once again. Only age and pride have prevented the 
attempt. The gentle reader assured brighter 
future with the publication Lenard’s artful trans- 
lation classic story into classic tongue. There 
longer need feel the slightest hesitation about 
re-reading the tale for even the most sophisticated could 
hardly object this work, phrased is, the best 
Latin the Empire. While the accomplished classicist 
may delight the stylistic overtones Pliny, Persius 
and others the noble breed, every reader with “small 
Latin” and dictionary may revel the adventures 
Pooh, Piglet and the monster Eeyore. Who could resist 
the song Pooh: 

Dies ille, dies Lunae 

Semper venit opportune 

Rogo vos quaero 

Quid est quod quod est quid? 
The banquet honor Pooh the most delightful 
since Trimalchio’s closed shop, while Piglet’s plight 
the flood could well matched with the beach scene 
from Plautus’ Rudens. Yet the delight remains the 
beautifully simple pleasure the story itself. The 
Romans were probably too literal folk have pro- 
duced such fantasy this; thus must grateful 
Mr. Lenard for filling this lacuna Latin literature. 
The only criticism can be: why not translate The House 
Pooh Corner well? Just glance inside the cover 
and, paraphrase Horace, “fabula cum magno risuque 
iocoque uideres.” 


Gann, Ernest Fate the Hunter 
Simon and Schuster. Jan. 26, 1961. 390p. $6.00. (I) 


(Book-of-the-Month Club 


the past thirty-five years, commercial aviation has 
passed from high adventure the merely routine. The 
business man who breakfasts Cleveland, flies Chi- 
cago for day conferences, and returns Cleveland 
time for dinner longer rarity. The occa- 
sional crash, that blown out proportion the 
newspapers, when viewed against the background 
millions accident-free passenger-miles flown annual- 
ly, rarity. But the sense adventure rapidly 
disappearing from the passenger’s mind, still pres- 
ent the pilot’s compartment. Ernest Gann 
these modern adventures have powerful and sensi- 
tive spokesman. 


This latest work the author The High and the 
Mighty his first venture into non-fiction. Yet, para- 
doxically, the fictional devices used Fate the 
Hunter reach higher state excellence than was 
achieved any his novels. The suspense, deliberate, 
always under control, that developed many 
these short pieces, the highest order. The char- 
acterization, while oblique and underplayed, superior 
that found many contemporary novels, including 
Gann’s early works. His description frequently verges 
the poetic, (and, occasionally, the trite). But 
the masterful introduction the technical aspects 
flying, examined under every possible condition 
weather and terrain, alone makes the book worth every 
minute the reader’s time. those pieces where all 
these elements meet harmoniously, Gann has given 
superior examples the genre that until now has 
been the almost exclusive province St. Exupéry. 


Best SELLER 


Through series incidents, neatly packaged 
chapters, Gann traces his own career 
pilot from the early Thirties through the late 
The theme the book seems workings fate 
that capriciously toys with human life and 
cably decides when man shall die. Yet, this 
the book, for the most part, appears contradict thi 
rather harrowing outlook showing Gann, 
learning something flying thinking from each 
the captains with whom flew. Further, abund 
antly clear that this was the intention the 
shifting him from one run another, from one 
another. the later chapters, recounting 
experiences brought about 
mechanical failure, adverse climatological conditions, 
combination these two, Gann demonstrates tha 
the judgment and techniques acquired during fifteen 
years demanding apprenticeship enabled him 
thwart the apparent intentions fate. One inclined 
believe that had less experienced pilot been the 
controls fate might have carried the day. But this 
merely quibble with what the author intended; 
might more the point consider what 
plished. 


is, other times, embarrassing book. the 
best and most complete picture commercial flying 
ever offered American readers. this reader, least, 
also the first clear explanation description 
the part played the Air Transport Command 
World War And lest any potential reader 
ened off visions endless descriptions clouds and 
sunsets, the events occurring the ground before and 
after flight are frequently the center attention. The 
incident transport plane down the uncharted 
Canadian wilds sub-zero blizzards and the almost 
insurmountable difficulties encountered finding and 
rescuing the crew, related Gann, one the search 
party, would appear natural material for fiction- 
alized treatment. was this incident, matter 
fact, that Gann developed into his first novel, Island 
the Sky, published 1944. 


There are passages almost lyric beauty throughout 
the book, some simple, direct description, the 
author’s account his first flight Iceland, his 
observation storm building over the Adirondacks; 
others, his meditations during the long, lonely 
hours about the strange interaction fear and duty 
the “fate” his former comrades, are less tangible and 
more personal. these latter flights fancy that 
our pilot occasionally hits airpocket and jolts our 
sensibilities. His brief comments observations 
life are beautifully condensed and incisive, but 
ever expands these pearls into necklace, this reader 
feels sense embarrassment the tendency 
elaborate. 


But recognizing that the above highly personal 
action, the reviewer must close saying that this 
ing book should find months smooth flying the 


upper reaches the best seller lists before descending 


the golden runway Hollywood. 


James Gilchrist, 
St. John College, 
Cleveland, Ohio 
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Carter, Richard The Gentle Legions 
Doubleday. Jan. 6,1961. 335p. $4.50. (I) 


This book bound stir great deal contro- 
Although the author starts out his “study 
the national voluntary health organizations” with 
rather cynical appraisal the roots organized char- 
ity, fortunately does not sustain this cynicism the 
rest his book. One one, ticks off the past 
history the major Red Cross, the Tu- 
berculosis Society, the National Foundation, the Cancer 
Society, the Heart Fund, and the multitude lesser- 
known health drives and agencies which seem spring 
overnight out nowhere. addition there 
searching analysis the United Fund movement and 
the open warfare that has gone between federated 
giving and the individual national health agencies. 
Despite the fact that often sharply critical, Mr. 
Carter keeps his criticism objective and appreciates the 
warmth and the acceptance the fundamental role 
the agencies play the structure American society. 
His not carping criticism designed give comfort 
and aid the “aginner.” fair critique human 
beings initiating, maintaining and strengthening agencies 
and causes which they hold deep convictions and 
heartfelt interest. The fact that there are controversial 
such Basil O’Connor, the helm some 
the agencies, the fact that some their methods, 
the case the Cerebral Palsy agency, are some- 
what questionable, does not detract from the question 
whether they prove their right exist. 
The citizen-giver, the volunteer, (of whom there 
said here), the agency board member, and the 
professional fund-raiser, all will find something in- 
terest The Gentle Legions. For students social 
work, there herein wealth information, fully doc- 
umented, which can well serve make this book re- 
quired reading such courses. 

John Baldi, 


University Scranton 


Mauriac, Francois Memoires Interieurs 
Straus Cudahy. Jan. 25, 1961. 248p. $4.75. 
a 

the beginning this latest work Mauriac, 
states that has often been requested write his 
autobiography. also cites reasons why did not 
honor such requests, and provides instead 
Memoires Interieurs heady and introspective evalua- 
his intellectual and emotional life. the 
process, reveals his urbanity and his culture well 
his deeply religious insight into life and its meaning. 
gossamer expressing his philosophy life. 
also devotes considerable space literary criticism 
and literature itself. Most his concern about liter- 
ture, might expected, focused French letters, 
although there some consideration English writers, 
too. But all such discussion brought the reader’s 
attention apparently make some particular point 
accent some principle which elucidating the 
moment. 

For American readers, and particularly American Cath- 
readers, this work may not have too much appeal, 
for concentrates too much the French literary and 
Political scene. Furthermore, has numerous allusions 
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French literary and political figures with whom the 
average American would not likely well acquainted 
There another disappointing feature, namely, that 
practically all the lesser quotations are not translated 
but are left French, and many them are not too 
readily available for the normal reader. This reviewer 
found himself hard pressed times find transla- 
tion and consequently able appreciate the 
nature the comment which followed, for the com- 
ment presumably written with the expectation that 
the reader can readily translate the French quotation. 


Whether this work really reveals Mauriac, this re- 
viewer would not venture say, for emerges rather 
cold and detached, and the essential personality the 
man does not seem assert itself all. But the de- 
votees Mauriac’s work undoubtedly will enjoy it. 
Another criticism might cited, that the translation 
done what presumably British English, and again 
some the idiom will lost American readers. 
There are also two apparent typographical errors: 
page 120, there and page 191 
found the word cruellist. may be, course, that 
this usage sanctioned British English. 

Brendan Larnen, O.P., 

The Holy Name Journal, 

New York, New York 


Nolan, Alan The Iron Brigade 


“For heaven’s sake, them ain’t the milishy, them’s the 
men the iron hats,” was accolade shouted loud 
and clear the morning July 1863, just beyond 
McPherson’s woods the skirmishers Heth’s divi- 
sion the Army Northern Virginia. was given 
the 2nd, 6th, and 7th Regiments Wisconsin Volun- 
teers, the 24th Michigan and the 18th Indiana Volun- 
teers, and one the most famous soubriquets ever 
bestowed the annals our fighting men. 
truism that soldiers are slow praise but alert the 
courage and heroism their deadly opponents, especial- 
when that foe happens the same race and 
blood, having been nurtured for “fourscore and seven 
years” under the same flag, the same constitution, law 
and religious background, this outburst from the butter- 
nut valiants that sultry morning near Gettysburg 
must write the history the “Iron Brigade” the 
most indelible ink ever brewed, for these blue stalwarts 
looked “like giants their tall black hats and 
giants they were action.” 

Mr. Nolan has compiled compact, precise, fact-filled 
volume with better than readable text. Splendid 
maps, strategical and tractical, are connoisseur’s de- 
light; excellent photographs are copiously placed 
throughout the volume and help bring the pages 
alive. The narration 282 pages, with appendices 
totaling over 100 pages. But this reviewer the heroic 
stature these brave men never quite reaches either 
literary historical greatness. The author lacks that 
inspired touch making the officers leap from the 
pages pace above martinet category, and fails por- 
tray the rank-and-file with the mastery explicit 
Pullen’s 20th Maine. 

The chapter the battle Brawner’s Farm excel- 
lent and gives new significance and interpretation 
what still raging controversy among the devotees 
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the military qualities, pro and con, Union General 
John Pope. Well might this delaying action the 
Iron Brigade, the campaign known Second Bull 
Run, have been its finest hour, rather than its gallant 
attack South Mountain the Antietam battle. Pope, 
handled Mr. Nolan, does not seem the consum- 
mate ass sometimes portrayed both amateur and 
professional experts, when they quote the rather snide 
remark Tom Jackson that Pope’s “headquarters and 
hindquarters are quite interchangeable,” thus brushing 
aside with contempt one who was competent field 
officer. 


The action the Brigade Gettysburg the first 
day, they rushed into action behind John Buford’s 
dismounted stemming the fearful on- 
slaught the Confederates their bitterly fought step- 
by-step retreat through the town toward Culp’s and 
Cemetery Ridge admirably described Mr. Nolan. 
The book admirable tribute admirable body 


men. 
Berkeley Kines, 
St. Joseph’s College 


Lewis, Oscar The War the West: 1861-1865 
Doubleday. Jan. 263p. $3.95. (I) 


This well-written and documented narrative the 
Civil War affected the Pacific Coast and the Rocky 
Mountain States which has the merit expanding one’s 
knowledge how, why, when and where the far 
westerners, especially the fast expanding state Cali- 
fornia “got into the Act.” major defect, however, 
the strained effort glamorize and enlarge rather 
trite and far-fetched details linking them with the 
blood bath which soaked the hallowed ground the 
East and the Mississippi Valley. But the substantial 
core this volume the well-handled stories the 
“famous California Hundred” the Virginia battle- 
fields, where they wrote, defeat and victory, saga- 
filled page undying loyalty the preservation the 
Union. The battles Valverde and Gloriata Pass 
and the near destruction the Confederate column 
under General Sibley, which was stopped its way 
California and driven back deep into Texas are other 
fine accounts. Mr. Lewis concludes that “California 
should share the glory having helped preserve 
the integrity the Union” (p. 263). which this 
reviewer adds “Amen.” 
Kines, 


Cousins, Norman Place Folly 
Harper. Jan. 18, 1961. 224p. $3.00. (I) 

Place Folly intensely serious consideration 
mankind’s prospects for surviving the nuclear age. 
surveys the available information concerning the vast 
destructive force man’s capacity for annihilation and 
proposes course action, once practical and ideal- 
istic, which all nations must follow. The volume 
readable; required reading for every conscientious 
adult. 

Mr. Cousins, who the editor the Saturday Review, 
has spent much the last fifteen years investigating the 
problems created nuclear bombs and appraising the 
few recommendations which have been advanced for 
the international control nuclear power. realizes 


that various people might responsible for 
devastation. They, the enemies mankind, includ 
not only independent states which might set the 
off but also, and perhaps more important, countless 
dividuals who for one reason another are 
the urgency the threat posed nuclear power, 
Some are preoccupied with their own personal, financial 
success; others are confident that their national officials 
will secure genuine peace; still others are convinced that 
they are helpless prevent nuclear war. 


Mr. Cousins refuses join these enemies. refuses 
accept the inevitability disaster, even though his 
survey the history mankind provides evidence 
that our ancestors have ever refrained from any folly 
that might reduce man’s condition. Why there any 
Mr. Cousins sees some hope the proposals 
made Glenville Clark and Louis Sohn their 
book World Peace Through World Law. Furthermore, 
sees hope the fact that although man has indeed 
stooped folly, has also, out his idealism, erected 
numerous works enduring beauty. 


Then there abundant evidence that the United 
tions, once has been endowed with the necessary 
strength maintain world order and has been altered 
secure the rights individuals, could developed 
into international organization respected and obeyed 
all The transition period would 
ous. But universal reduction arms followed 
lasting peace not beyond the possible provided that 
all men promptly accept their individual 
ties. The motivation exists the threat nuclear 
devastation. That where the idealist and the realist 
must unite. 


There are many trite remarks that reviewer might add 
here about the force Mr. Cousin’s message, but they 
are absurdly inadequate light the urgency that this 


book has for everyman. 
Joseph Wolff, 


Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Reeman, Douglas Send Gunboat 
Putnam. Jan. 30,1961. 256p. $3.75. 

TheWagtail was old, about ready for the scrap heap; 
she was slow; she had accommodations for 
gers; her armament totalled only one six-pounder gun 
and one machine gun; her officers were, 
parently, about poorly qualified for the job hand. 
Her captain, Justin Rolfe was drinking too much, brood- 
ing over the events that had led his divorce and his 
recent court-marital for negligence; her executive officer 
was old lieutenant only three months away from 
retirement who had come through the ranks and was 
almost incapable any decisive action; her 
tions officer was young, inexperienced, untried. 

But the Wagtail had one feature that gave her marked 
advantage over the destroyers any the other large, 
faster, better armed ships that might have been used. 
Her shallow draft would let her safety where the 
other ships dared not venture. 

Santu was small island, about thirty miles west the 
Chusan Archipelago, just outside Chinese territorial 
waters. Hitherto, the Communists had either 
looked ignored the island, but was problem for 
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the British authorities Hong Kong because the 
include eleven Britishers who lived there. Their safety was 
the war matter concern. 
John Laker had made fortune tea and camphor 
different and was the Acting British Consul. He, with his 
Power, wife and daughter lived princely style his estate 
financial the center the island where Laker considered 
master all surveyed and bit more, too. 


ced that 


His three English assistants, Grant, Lane and Masters, 
and their wives also lived the estate. Dr. Felton 


refuses and his sister lived among the poorer Chinese the 
ugh his village near the only harbor worthy the name. 
But now Communist attack the island was immi- 
folly and the decision was made evacuate the English 
ere any 

roposals How Rolfe did it, against the opposition both Laker 


their 
ermore, 
indeed 
erected 


red 


and the Communists; how Rolfe found himself; how 
the Wagtail escaped from pursuing Red destroyer 
make easy, interesting reading. 

The action fast; the descriptions are good; the author, 
who had served the British Navy during World War 
but never gunboat the Asiatic Station, 
writes with understanding not always found even 


among those who have made that Service lifetime 
profession. 

obeyed Moses, 

Captain, Navy (Ret.) 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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Connell, Brian Return the Tiger 
Doubleday. Jan. 27,1961. 282p. $4.50. (Ila) 

This the story the most fantastic commando raid 
World War originator, Ivan Lyon, descended 
from long line Scottish military forebears, after his 
graduation from Sandhurst, joined the Gordon High- 
landers. 1937 his batallion was sent Malaya. Bar- 
racks life was boring him and keep himself alert, 
acquired three-ton yawl, which explored the 
endless islands this area, picking knowledge 
native languages and customs. This training proved 
valuable. 

the outbreak war the British army was easily 
driven out Singapore the Japanese,—an event 
which confirmed Lyon his contempt hide-bound 
military methods. What the army needed was dash 
and imagination, and this was ready supply. 
proposed approaching Singapore the “back door,” 
coming from Australia through the numerous islands 
around Java and Sumatra, and delivering attack 
the shipping Singapore harbor, This was 1942 
when the whole East was the iron grip Japan, and 
the Allies were fighting only rear guard defensive bat- 
tles. His idea seemed absurd, and could not get 
backing for it. 

secured old Chinese junk, half dozen volun- 
teers, some canoes and magnetic mines. then asked 
made chief navigator his expedition. The rest 
isa minor epic. Staining their skin, wearing sarongs, 
these soldiers threaded fourteen hundred miles 
enemy held waters until they were within few miles 
Singapore. Then midnight they approached the 
harbor canoes, attached magnetic mines seven 
freighters and returned their junk. few hours 
later with tremendous roar, 35,000 tons enemy 
shipping was sent the bottom. While the enemy 
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was rounding every stranger Singapore and comb- 
ing the harbor, the commandoes calmly sailed back 
Australia. had few close calls, but were never 
boarded. 

There sequel the story, equally interesting, much 
more elaborate since got the backing the military 
it, but tragic for this brave warrior, who lost his life 
the second raid. for recommendation, this 
first rate war story, which should interesting veter- 
ans. Otherwise, does not rate special recommenda- 
tion for schools, except perhaps military academies, 
since after all only adventure story, although 


very good one. 
Fr. Bruno McAndrew, 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Skyline 


Fowler, Gene 

Viking. Jan. 27,1961. 314p. $5.00. 
Journalists, like librarians and career diplomats, suffer 
from peculiar public image which often has nega- 
tive effect the recruitment young geniuses. Mr. 
Fowler’s book comes close immortalizing the stereo- 
type journalist brash, alcoholic prankster, poet 
the vulgar and sensational, ribald but sentimental knight 
the lost weekend and padded expense account. 
The journalist romance evidently existed one time; 
the late Mr. Fowler himself was near the head the 
company, and this collection memoirs, completed 
shortly before his death last summer, serves kind 
elegy for the others. Not all them are gone, 
any means: their bylines are still staple the re- 
maining papers the Hearst empire. But they are 
dying off, their brand journalism, its best full 
humanity and flair and wit, its too frequent worst 
merely hearts and flowers and dime-store jewelry. The 
relationship between them and 
world-burdened interpretive reporter today chiefly 
one ancestry. 

One hard put review Gene Fowler negatively, be- 
cause was man talent and warmth and com- 
passion. Those who knew him loved him. His book 
has all the virtues and vices jazz era journalism; 
hilarious extended anecdotes and the misty, often 
poetic, sentiment old man recalling his youth. 
is, terms the trade, loaded with human interest, 
touching good feature story Considine Jim 
Bishop (though Fowler far the better writer). But 
trivial: that really the adjective that condemns 
all, the noisy headlines and the financial prose the 
Model years—trivial. And they had right 
trivial (Fowler cals carnival spin mass make- 
believe—the world’s last brief holiday from 
when their sons and grandsons were inherit the 
Bomb. 

Impressionistic rather than organized autobiography, the 
book recounts Fowler’s more entertaining experiences 
Hearst reporter and editor New York (an earlier 
book, Timberline, details youthful adventure Den- 
ver). less about Fowler than his friends, notably 
Damon Runyon, and lesser extent, Brisbane, Hearst, 
Lardner, Munsey, Hecht, MacArthur, Dempsey and 
other lights the press and Broadway. Only Runyon 
emerges much more than character funny 
story, and Fowler stops short, even with Runyon, 
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anything more than friendly analysis. But the funny 
stories, occasionally too long and too personal, are 
very funny. Among the more memorable one 
which reporter Fowler, aided psychiatrist, gets back 
the soul little old lady which (she insists) has been 
snitched cat. 


The author’s style, now and then touch syrupy, re- 
tains its youthful flash. Gertrude Stein described 
Left-Bank Sappho singing through egg-beater.” 
And there are bright similes: the pipe “smelled 
though were using shredded lamp-wick for tobacco”; 
when hit, “the big cabbie went down like dynamited 
smokestack”; valet “had more scars than chronic 
loser Heidelberg duels.” 


But the best description the book comes from Fowler 
himself: “This time writing book the way 
please; book remembrance; love story. had 
ear for music, nose for news, and eye for the girls. 
love story not about women, but instead 
tell love for the newspaper years Park Row; 
for friends there, and for life. write men 
found them; and all all, have found them 


good.” 
James Arnold, 
College Journalism, 
Marquette University, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Cowles, Virginia The Great Swindle 
Harper. 191p. $3.95. (I) 


the turn the eighteenth century, after the wars 
Louis XIV had prostrated most Europe under 
heavy taxes, John Law influenced the Regent 
France establish monopoly called the Mississippi 
Company. Ostensibly the idea behind this project was 
invest the development New France Amer- 
ica; but actually the company was responsible for little 
colonizing. The leaders the company spent more 
time manipulating French finances. The bubble burst 
leaving thousands ruined. Nevertheless, the same 
thing was then tried England, and one seemed 
recognize the similarity the South Sea Company, 
founded John Blunt, and the defunct Mississippi 
Company. order obtain their franchise, the com- 
pany took over all government debts. Then, pyra- 
miding funds, offering new stock issues, and generally 
running off printing press certificates, new fortunes were 
made and lost every twenty-four hours. The Great 
Swindle alively and colorful retelling the story 
the South Sea Bubble. 


Far more interesting than the financial tale the back- 
stairs gossip both courts. The delineations George 
the Prince Wales, the King’s mistresses, the influ- 
ential coterie around Queen Anne, and may others 
known the history the times, give the narrative 
verve and body which may lead the reader into thinking 
this spritely piece fiction. is, however, expose 
royal and plebeian financial folly, proving that the 
“get-rich-quick” motive has been dangerous virus 
other times than our own. High school seniors and 
older readers should enjoy and profit from The Great 


Swindle. 
Brother Gerald Edward, C.FX., 
Wheaton, Maryland 


Jan. 307p. $4.50. (1) 


This autobiography account Miss Fulda’s 
ulous cure from Addison’s disease which had plagued 
her for thirteen years. Just when she was reaching the 
height her career musical comedy dancer 
central Europe and northern Italy, she was diagnosed 
victim the incurable malfunctioning the 
adrenal glands. Previous maladies included stomach 
resection, kidney and urether disorder, and other 
ser ailments. Youth, charm, and agility now lay pros 
trate. And nothing could done. Her quest for relief 
took her various medical centers and rest homes, 
While resting the village St. Veit, neighboring 
farmer loaned her book about Our Lady Lourdes, 
This casual introduction led intense search which 
was climaxed with miraculous cure the famous 
grotto. was miracle the true sense the 
word. 


This determined and courageous autobiography 
Austrian girl. told without any fanfare. 
series excerpts from her diary just she made the 
entries. The blunt impressions are often harsh, especi- 
ally when referring her sisters. Nevertheless, these 
feelings were recorded when she was gravely ill. Change 
for the sake publication would have altered the tone 
sincerity readily discerned when reading the book. 


Fulda, Edeltraud 


Simon and Schuster. 


great portion the chapters devoted the 
physical condition and hospital treatment procedures, 
Treatments were complicated further when her Jewish 
physicians were restricted their activities Nazi 
ideologies. The rationing food made dieting un- 


believable plight. She lived for the day when she could 


journey Lourdes. ailing pilgrim she took all 
events stride. Her immersion the baths was not 
spectacular. There was shouting any external 
sign hysteria. Except for the gasping for air because 
the water’s cold temperature, everything was normal, 
almost mechanical. this manner miracle was 
formed. Edeltraud Fulda was cured August 12, 1950. 


After four years study, examination, and scrutiny 
medical experts, was declared impossible find 


natural, scientific reason for the cure. Another year 
passed before was decreed ecclesiastically that the 
miraculous cure must attributed intervention 
God the intercession Our Lady Lourdes. She 
lives today spirit for those who appreciate spiritual 
values world materialism. She lives today asa 
fact for skeptics who demand proof. Recommended 
for all. 
Bernard Hrico 


Kissinger, Henry 


Harper. Jan. 18,1961. 370p. $5.50. (III) 


high-brow Ivy League university intellectual 
tation. Recently book his entitled Nuclear Weap- 
ons and Foreign Policy received national award. Now, 


very shortly afterwards, has produced this new 
ume “under the auspices the Center for Interna 
tional Affairs Harvard University,” and with the “er 
couragement and support” “the Carnegie Corpora 
tion New York and the Council Foreign 
tions,” ways other than purely intellectually. 
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The reviewer then begins wonder how that 
such apparent high caliber needs such artificial 
get from the mind the writer into the letter 
press the printer, even though its writer has had 
appearing Foreign Affairs, The Re- 
porter, and Harpers. The fact here that the book 
obstruse, devoted abstract ideas, and syllo- 
That why the present reviewer gives the 
“Adult only” classification and would have, possible, 
further classification “High-brow adults 
only.” 

The author says some the conventional things about 
power politics the strategic world today. says, 
for instance, that have held dominance through the 
power our Strategic Air Force with the atom bomb; 
that Russia has closed the gap taking the lead the 
missile field; and that the “missile gap” will not 
closed before 1964 1965. “The worst need not hap- 
pen however” “move boldly and with conviction” 
bring ourselves level. have been through period 
deterrence threat massive retaliation. Today 
itis the Soviet which can threaten “massive retaliation” 
for least the five years next come. The line 
argument goes something like this: nation will wish 
strike must face thorough retaliation which pres- 
ages destruction. the retaliatory force vulnerable 
surprise attack, the retaliatory force valueless. 
retaliatory forces both the opposing powers are 
attack, neither will strike. neither 
and some each will survive fight 
another day, there will use any one going 
war. So, strategic mobility and effective concealment 
and protection for the retaliatory force the only 
means national protection and securing interna- 
tional peace. 

The next question whether not will possible 
hold any conflict the future the level 
war” with conventional even with nuclear 
weapons. This question which the author not 
able solve, give any real assurance that war 
the future can held definite limits. The vol- 
ume goes detail delve into the ramifications 
the presence the United States Europe, the 
possibility effective diplomatic negotiations between 
the major powers today, practical intricacies arms 
control and inspections. There are two final chapters 
“political evolution” either side the iron cur- 
tain, and the influence the intellectual the 
making national 


Even for highbrows the book hard reading. Some 
years ago man named Flesch worked out formula 
judge “the art readable writing” and laid stress 
for easy reading adequate mention persons and 


average shortness sentences. This volume 
would hardly meet either criteria. There are isolated 
passages sharp comment the conduct certain 
negotiations, which stand out and attract the eye 
and sharpen the memory. But they are relatively 
few, and the major part the text such hard reading, 
that the book will used only highly intellectual 
men capable following close reasoning and brush- 
ing aside the hastiness certain off-hand opinions. 

Your present reviewer not ignorant man, nor 
illiterate man. deeply interested the problems 
and the possibilities international peace and national 
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security. Yet the sequence thoughts, the abstractness 
the presentations, and the off-hand methods reach- 
ing some judgments, made very difficult and unre- 
warding book try read. 
Col. Elbridge Colby, 
Washington, 


Copp, DeWitt and Marshall Peck 
Betrayal the 
Devin-Adair. 335p. $4.75. (Ila) 


This book has for its subtitle “The Story Paul Bang- 
Jensen.” Bang-Jensen was the Danish diplomat, work- 
ing for the UN, who refused hand over his 
superiors certain information and was therefore dis- 
missed the Secretary General. little more than 
year later was found dead small New York City 
park with his gun his hand and suicide note his 
pocket. The New York City police and the FBI were 
satisfied that his death was suicide; but some people 
felt that there was more the death than that and the 
authors set out find just what more there was and, 
also, review Paul’s whole career,—the latter step 
possibly lengthen the book. 


The book sets out answer four questions: (1) What 
happened inside the during the Hungarian upris- 
ing? (2) Was Dag Hammarskjold justified dismissing 
Bang-Jensen? (3) Was Bang-Jensen working the dan- 
gerous twilight zone foreign Did die 
his own hand, was his death “perfect murder”? 


The method the book follows somewhat the nature 
Perry Mason whodunit. The main character 
Peter Marshall, who composite the two authors. 
goes about and visits the scene the death. 
interviews people who had some connection with Paul 
and seems make general nuisance himself. Thus, 
interviews Paul’s widow, upsets her, and seems 
peeved later when she refuses second interview. 
there hero the book, might the people inter- 
viewed. You must admire their patience. Peter cross- 
examines them Perry Mason style, taking for 
granted that they are concealing valuable and significant 
information. 


Peter comes with two items which him seem very 
significant. The first that Paul, when found first, 
had his arms over his head; the first witnesses turned 
him over and the arms subsequently were reported 
under his chest. Paul does not explain why suicide 
could not have had his hands over his head; nor does 
explain why the clever Russians, whom Peter blames 
for the death, overlooked this important detail. 


The second item this: There didn’t seem any 
motive for anyone killing Paul. Peter uncovers sus- 
picion that some high Russian diplomats wanted 
fect.” There was some indication that they might have 
approached Paul. Peter considers that this could have 
been the motive. The Russians were afraid that this 
would leak out. Why they waited year this 
why simple denial would not have sufficed are just 
few the many questions which occur and which are 
left unanswered. other words extremely unlikely 
that the present book going make the NYC police 
the FBI open their eyes and reopen the case. Even 
the authors lose heart and end the book very 
minor note. 


= 
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Added this note futility have report that the 
book not interesting. Perhaps someone who had 
followed the career Paul carefully and who well 
acquainted with the minor diplomats the UN, the 
book would intelligible and interesting; however 
the casual reader going plain dull. However 
presents glimpse behind the scenes the UN. 
not pleasant view. shows world petty in- 
trigue, distrust and time serving. shows world 
where the professional diplomat seems very much 
home, where only too often the chambers are used 
sounding boards for empty “public” statements, where 
“you scratch back and scratch yours.” 

don’t think that this picture the just. The 
true picture seems thrown out focus taking 
incident here and individual there. This method 
has been used times discredit both the 
government and the Catholic Church. 

James Ball, S.J., 


Buffalo, New York 
YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., Associate Editor 
Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 

book Specially Recommended 
book Recommended 

Heritage 

Men Science and Invention 
Narrative Michael Blow consultation with Mult- 
hauf. Golden Press, 1960. 153p., illus. $3.50. (lib 
binding, $3.79) 
the author’s thesis that until recently, with the ex- 
ception Joseph Henry and Willard Gibbs, Americans 
were more interested invention than pure science. 
Mass production has been the true American contribu- 
tion the world. Hence well over two-thirds his 
book deals with the Yankee inventiveness that helped 
subdue wilderness and introduce comfort and ease 
into daily living. However, even that inventiveness 
rested large part upon some scientists’ theory, 
progression theories. And the clarifying that 
relationship which makes the present volume different 
from most historical surveys science and invention. 
Another unusual and enriching feature the setting 
invention scientific theory its socio-historical 
period. addition, occasional fresh items are found 
about famous individuals, for instance the espionage 
activities Count Rumford, not often referred 
books for young people. The illustrations, both black- 
and-white and highly colored (often double-spread) are 
always this series srtiking and new most readers. 
Probably the most thought-provoking statement the 
book found the final lines: “Perhaps the most im- 
portant thing Americans have learned their short 
history that they cannot forever importing their 
scientists from Europe and mass-producing hardware 
based fund knowledge accumulated other 
parts the world And the more learn, the more 
realize how little really know. That the healthi- 
est possible sign for American science.” 


Engeman, Jack 
Airline Stewardess: Picture Story 
Lothrop. Oct. 17, 1960. 117p., photogs. $3.50. 


UARY 
Best 

Any girl not interested becoming flight 
there such—will probably change her mind afte 
leafing through this picture-text with its hundreds party 
photographs pretty, poised “sky girls.” There warned 
minimum text explain the pictures and bring 
out such information they not convey anc 
progress through necessary qualifications, training and 
training schools, duties, recreation, international 
opportunities, and jet line service. the close, one overc 
finds brief history stewardess service and and mak 
pictures illustrating rewards and satisfactions. Many 
airiines, foreign and domestic, are included. The pic 
tures have good story quality and great deal eye 
appeal. home 
and 
( 

Viking. Feb. 15, 


Illustrated the author. 
$6.0 
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“Ancient civilizations the Tigris, Euphrates and Nile 
River Valleys and the Mediterranean Sea” reads the 
subtitle this handsome, strikingly illustrated survey 
the recorded course Western civilization the end 
Rome’s Golden Age. Early 
cover the ground broad millenial sweeps for the early 
Mesopotamian and Egyptian periods. But the records 
become more plentiful, i.e., with the second millenium 


B.C., the breakdown 500-year intervals for the 
Semites and later Egyptians, then better 
periods for the Assyrian and Persian peoples, until 
have whole chapter Alexander the Great’s con 
quests and unification the Mediterranean area. After immediz 
which the Hellenistic and Roman periods come for 
little more thorough treatment. each the periods 
covered, parallel developments throughout the 
ranean are described: the people, their cultural stage; 
the conquests and effects their neighbors; and above 
all the ideas, techniques and skills which changed their 
world and that peoples coming after them. Warfare, Garnett 
religion, the arts, commerce, and leaders are presented 
compact but eminently readable fashion. The 
author steps lightly and warily when Hebrew history Though 
comes up, but ends with tribute the “People 
the Book” and the Child born the Palestinian 
lage Bethlehem whose message would spread until the 
the West itself was known Christendom. high 
Around black-and-white illustrations, some full page, 
recall the archeological findings which they are pat- 
terned. Prefacing the text are ten double-spread maps 
color correspond with the periods dealt with 
many subsequent chapters the text. The maps are 
both attractive and helpful, but they had been distrib- 
uted among the chapters they interpret they might have 
been even more so. For overview ancient history 
which shows the tardy and infrequent cropping ofa 
belief here and widely distant development there, 
superb introduction, even the price. 
Throug 
Freehof, Lillian The Savage 
Abelard. Dec. 28, 1960. 191p. $3.00. 
Five hard-to-manage boys with tough records and 
gang-name match entered Kenilworth High only 
men. They called themselves the Savages and set 
wreck the peace and reputation the school. 


series incidents, from attacking boys with bicycle 
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chains exploding firecrackers the feet their 
home-room teacher, well threatening her with 
blades and completely wrecking 
party the school, they were finally brought task, 
warned and put probation. Then five outstanding 
boys were called into conference with the prin- 
and guidance counselor discuss plans for re- 
forming the culprits. The five seniors, each leader 
diferent fields, accepted the challenge help the mis- 
fits overcome their insecurity, adjust law and order 
and make themselves responsible citizens. Three the 
Savages survived, among them sullen, closemouthed, 
silent Patch, who was Don Marshall’s protege. With 
Don’s tact, understanding and help, Patch overcame 
home problem, became first-time freshman runner 
and winner important track meet, and thus gained 
confidence and assurance himself face any rough 
paths ahead. 


idealistic approach problem that faces many 
high school today. administrators, surely, would 
wish responsibility for such boys could delegated 
responsible older students, carried out well, and prob- 
lems solved easily they were Kenilworth. But 
here typical evaluation school problems 
outsider looking in. hard believe guidance 
counselor could say that the episode the exploding 
firecrackers and the flashing switch blades young 
teacher was not malicious and would only make her 
better teacher; that the episode would known all 
freshmen and not travel over the entire school; and that 
such incident would not reported the principal 
immediately that the principal could treat 
lightly. Not important book. 


Frances Dowling, 
Dunmore Senior High School, 
Dunmore, Pennsylvania 


Garnett, Emmeline Florence Nightingale’s Nuns 
Illustrated Anne Marie Jauss. Farrar, Straus. Jan. 17, 
1961. 185p. $1.95. (Vision Book) 

Though all titles this series are addressed the 
9.15-year-old group, the content this volume sufh- 
ciently unique, the treatment balanced and lively, and 
the point view equable, make place for the 
high school library. will not replace Cecily Wood- 
ham-Smith’s Lonely Crusader: Florence Nightingale, 
but complements the latter nicely and stresses phase 
are glad have brought out. Readers recog- 
nize much the content identical with that which 
appeared the Woodham-Smith work, but here the 
contribution the five Catholic nuns from Bermondsey 
Convent made the focal point from which the story 
the Lady with the Lamp told. The author tact- 
ful but frank alluding the lack harmony during 
the Crimean War between nurses and army and among 
the nursing staff itself. provocation came from 
Catholic sources seems openly admitted. 
Throughout, however, very amiable picture emerges 
the five Sisters from the Bermondsey mission the 
recently established Irish Order Charity who, the 
Bishop Grant, volunteered for service 
with which they were totally unfamiliar, armed 
only with deep sense dedication, devotion duty 
and self-discipline. girls who have not read the 
Woodham-Smith abridgment her adult biography, 
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this splendid introduction; for those who have read 
it, will rounding out the story which they will 
enjoy having. 


Hamilton, Russell (Comp.) 
Science, Science, Science 
Watts. Nov. 1960. 210p., illus. $2.95. 


Twenty-two short articles excerpts intended show. 
the expansion scientific thought from Socrates 
Colonel John Paul Stapp, rocketeer and aviation medi- 
cine experimenter. few the sections are scien- 
tists writing about their own discoveries; e.g., Galileo’s 
“Starry Messenger” and Malthus’ “Essay Popula- 
tion.” But most are written about them others, e.g., 
“Isaac Newton” Einstein and “Henry Cavendish” 
Jaffe. Each prefaced short editorial note 
which places the discovery its historical perspective 
and points its importance mankind. the case 
the Malthus essay, the editor declares his doctrine 
now obsolete but hints that population continues 
expand may revived again. the other hand, 
when introducing the account the Department 
Agriculture’s experimental farm Beltsville, Mary- 
land, infers that the knowledge animal hus- 
bandry developed there may lie the answer the 
world’s food problems. For the most part, the articles 
are readable and interesting, even lively the cases 
Leeuwenhoek, Henderson’s aspirin, and 
Tomb’s the husbandry laboratory earlier mentioned. 
was good come upon Plutach’s excerpt Archi- 
medes, and—though not all the same type— 
Hersey’s Colonel Stapp. the other hand, Louis 
Untermeyer’s account Charles Darwin fails men- 
tion that some phases his theory are longer ac- 
cepted scientists. 


(Periodical) Editors 

The Seventeen Book Decorating 
Illustrated Cynthia Rockmore. McKay. Jan. 26, 1961. 
242p. $4.95. 
Because the Editors believe girl’s room should both 
functional and personal, they advise her points 
consider when deciding what kind decoration, fur- 
nishings and accessories she wishes, well how 
achieve the total effect hoped for. Realizing that most 
girls must make-do with the pieces they already have, 
the Editors provide brief identification furniture 
styles (with the suggestion that styles may mixed, 
desired), information about colors and their relation 
space and shape, problem solving awkward situa- 
tions, furniture, furnishings for many types rooms 
(attic included) and including the first apart- 
ment. There are hints, too, how keep that area 


ordet, and how entertain it. appendix in- 


structs painting, papering walls, finishing furniture 
and making curtains and shades. The whole very 
practical, helpful volume, realistic keeping within 
modest budget, friendly and informal its presentation. 
Line drawings both interpret and decorate the text. 


Sootin, Harry Pioneers Science 
Vanguard. Dec. 12, 1960. 254p. $3.00. 


The author maintains identical pattern each 
twelve biographical sketches: first, freely rendered 
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narrative account the big moment discovery for 
which the scientist under discussion honored; and 
second, section approximately the same length which 
reviews his subject’s life, with statement his im- 
portance the scientific world. brief concluding 
chapter attempts establish characteristics common 
all twelve individuals. (Perhaps this accounts for the 
difference listings found jacket and the text; 
there Mendel article the book, spite the 
jacket’s promise; its place account Joseph 
Henry.) Some the scientists are well known 
young people, e.g., Scheele, Volta, Humphry Davy, 
Darwin, Becquerel, Hertz, spite the author’s 
promise that “preference was given those about 
whom little has been published recent years.” Young 
readers may not know well Henry, Metchnikoff, 
Bois, Langley, John Couch Adams, and probably have 
not thought Pascal scientist all. The articles 
are uniformly readable, though bit flat, and are easily 
within the reach junior high and up. Has hibliog- 
raphy sources but index. 


Wehen, Joy Weese Golden Hill 
Duell. Feb. 1961. 182p. $3.50. 

Things began hum for Melinda Marshall—almost 
years old—when she filled luncheon engagement with 
her aunt’s friend, newly arrived from England. Ex- 
pecting meet young woman she was delighted when 
Sutherland” turned out 20-year-old, hand- 
some, Oxford-educated Englishman. Though was 
supposedly student doing research early period 
California history, Melinda swept into chain 
mysterious events while entertaining him her San 
Francisco home and the family Ranch the Golden 
Hill, old Spanish estate the family more than 150 
years. her curiosity increased, did her romantic 
interest him. was Dona Ysabel, her 90-year-old 
godmother and manager the ranch, who brought 
about the revelation Robin’s real interest 
fornia history (to recover lost documents and thus 
establish his identity and claim family estate). 


The reader gets interesting glimpse Spanish and 
Mexican cultural influences the California scene, 
picture Chinatown, Nob Hill, the California missions 
and the work Junipero Serra, gala night San 
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Francisco opera, data historically important men 
events, and vivid account the Debutante 
The colorful background far surpasses quality th; 
exaggerated incidents and romance between 
linda and Robin which will, doubt, the book; 
first appeal for high school girls. 


Frances Dowling 
Raymond F., and Russell 


Space Rockets and 
Harper. Nov. 1960. 337p., photogs. $3.50. 

This might also called encyclopedia 

and space vehicles. After preliminary glance 20, 

history rocketry Sputnik, 1957, the 

proceed identify contemporary missiles and 
both Russian and American, size, fuel, 
height reached, orbit and date orbiting, and the 
formation each provided watching scientists earth, 

There separate chapter the American astronauts 

now training for the first manned flight into space, 

well summary what known Russian progres 

this respect. Plans-in-progress for the next ten years Car 

are named and detailed, along with the almost 

able problems each involves. Helpful the glossary 

terms found the end the text, well the 

sary rockets and missiles. Any boy will bles 

the authors for the chart satellite Fle 

ings and probes which begins with Sputnik and gives 

launching date, country, type, launching vehicle weight 

and orbit, lifetime and special characteristics. Only Fre 
the rare girl reader will interested, but every library 

used boys should have the book. 

Advance Ratings 

(complete reviews will appear next issue) 

Herr, Paul Journey Not End (Ill) 

Mayer, Tony Vie Anglaise 

Romulo, Carlos Walked With Heroes 

Schirmbeck, Heinrich Thine Eyes Offend Thee (IIb) 

Slaughter, Frank Epidemic! (IIb) 

Slimming, John Fear Silence (I) 

Tanizaki, Junichiro The Key 

Vercors Paths Love (IIb) 
Wodehouse, The Ice the Bedroom 

Entered Second-Class Matter 

Scranton, Penna. 
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